Parish of Effingham and Fetcham – Safeguarding Guidelines

1.
Diocesan Commitment. The Diocese of Arundel and Brighton is committed to
safeguarding as an integral part of the life and ministry of the Church. Supported by
and in compliance with the policies and procedures of the Catholic Safeguarding
Advisory Service of England and Wales, we are striving towards a culture of
safeguarding where all are safe from harm and abuse and where everyone is
encouraged and enabled to enjoy the fullness of life in Jesus Christ through the
prayerful, nurturing, supportive and protective endeavours of the Catholic
Community, both individually and collectively.
2.
The Diocese will ensure that any allegations of a safeguarding matter are
responded to promptly and liaise openly with statutory authorities to support
investigations, responding sensitively and compassionately to those in need,
and ensuring perpetrators are held to account.
3.
The Parish will follow the Diocesan Policy on safeguarding, set out on the
Diocesan website at https://abdiocese.org.uk/safeguarding/home.
4.
Safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults is the responsibility of
everyone in the parish. Everybody who comes in contact with them has a role to play
in their safeguarding and in particular (but not limited to) those involved with:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

Altar Servers
Youth Group
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
First Holy Communion programme
Confirmation programme
Visiting and taking Holy Communion to the sick and housebound.

5.
When organising or supporting parish activities involving children or
vulnerable adults all volunteers should maintain the attitude that “it could happen
here” and whilst in their care children and vulnerable adults have the right to feel
safe, secure and protected from harm or abuse.
6.
The Parish Safeguarding Representative is responsible for making sure the
parish is aware of the importance of safeguarding children and vulnerable adults;
promoting good and safe practice, including what is appropriate and inappropriate
behaviour; they decide how to administer the National Safeguarding Policies and
Procedures within the parish together with the Parish Priest, and the Diocesan
Safeguarding Co-ordinator.
7.
Volunteers. The parish relies on volunteers to organise and run the many
activities that take place within our parish community. To meet national Safeguarding
rules all parishioners involved in such activities are expected to undergo
Safeguarding checks and periodic training. The Diocesan procedure is at:
https://abdiocese.org.uk/safeguarding/resources. The Parish Safeguarding
Representative will help with the completion of all the documentation and will
arrange to take copies of the required documents for the Disclosure and Barring

Service (DBS) checks (formerly CRB check). We appreciate that many volunteer
parishioners will already have been checked for other organisations or work however
the law is clear and a further check is required when seeking to volunteer in the
parish.
8.
Reporting Incidents, Allegations and Concerns. Volunteers are in a privileged
and responsible position when working with children and vulnerable adults and, in
discussions with them, may come across areas of concern. In such circumstances
the volunteer has the responsibility to take appropriate action as set out in their
training. They must record the issue and report it promptly to the Parish Priest, the
Parish Safeguarding Representative and/or the Diocesan Safeguarding Office (see
list of contacts below). If the concern relates to the Parish Priest advice should be
sought direct from the Diocesan Safeguarding Officer.
9.

Contacts.

Parish Safeguarding Representative: Richard Carson
Tel: 01483 284788
Email: racarson@btinternet.com
Parish Priest: Fr Stephen Dingley
Tel: 01372 458263
Email: stephen.dingley@abdiocese.org.uk
Diocesan Safeguarding Office:
Bishop’s House, The Upper Drive, HOVE, BN3 6NB
Email: safeguarding@abdiocese.org.uk
Diocesan Safeguarding Co-ordinator: Angela McGrory
Tel: 01273 859708
Mobile: 07585 657090
Email: angela.mcgrory@abdiocese.org.uk
Assistant Diocesan Safeguarding Co-ordinator: Rosemary Terry
Tel: 01273 859715 Mobile: 07391 415362
Email: rosemary.terry@abdiocese.org.uk
Diocesan Safeguarding Case Worker: Philip Wright
Mobile: 07747 007795
Email: philip.wright@abdiocese.org.uk
PA to the Diocesan Safeguarding Coordinator: Bethany Arthur
Tel: 01273 241203
Email: bethany.arthur@abdiocese.org.uk
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