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The time is fulfilled and 
the Kingdom of God is 

at hand. 
 

Repent and believe the 
Good News. 



Go therefore 
and make 

disciples of all 
nations.  



Outline of these Sessions 

1. What is the New Evangelization? 

– What is NEW about the New Evangelization? 

 

2. What is the Kingdom of God? 

– How does it relate to Jesus, the Church and us? 

 

3. What are the key issues for preaching the 
Kingdom of God today? 

– Can we find a new apologetic? 



What is the New Evangelization? 



Initial Question 

• What is the Kingdom of God? 

• What is the Good News of the Kingdom? 
 

• One sentence per table: 
 

The Kingdom of God is … 



The Kingdom of God is … 

• All about the King 

• Where Jesus is, the kingdom is – and vice versa 
 

 The “Good News” is Christ; there is an identity between 
the message and the messenger, between saying, doing 
and being. His power, the secret of the effectiveness of 
his actions, lies in his total identification with the 
message he announces; he proclaims the “Good News” 
not just by what he says or does, but by what he is. 

 

John Paul II, Redemptoris Missio 13 



Characteristics of the Kingdom 

• Universal – esp. for the poor and marginalized 

• Brings liberation 

• Brings healing – of body and soul 

• Communion – with God and others 

• Summed up in the new law of love 

• Transforms relationships 

• Universal call to build 



Danger of a Secularized Vision 

“My kingship is not of this world” 
 

• Keeps 

– peace, justice, dialogue 

– creation 
 

• Leaves out 

– Jesus, Church 

– Cross, Resurrection 

– redemption, conversion 

– the King! 



Danger of a Secularized Vision 

 The kingdom of God is not a 
concept, a doctrine, or a 
program subject to free 
interpretation, but it is 
before all else a person with 
the face and name of Jesus 
of Nazareth, the image of 
the invisible God. 

 

John Paul II, Redemptoris Missio 18 



The Kingdom and the Church 

• The Church serves the kingdom 

– preaching 

– founding communities 

– promoting Gospel values 

– prayer 

 

• The kingdom is incomplete without Jesus 
Christ and the Church 



Kingdom in the Old Testament 

• Israel’s King was God alone 

– The Lord is king with majesty enrobed (Ps 92) 

 

– O gates, lift high your heads; grow higher ancient 
doors. Let him enter, the King of glory! Who is the 
king of glory? The Lord, the mighty, the valiant; 
the Lord, the valiant in war. (Ps 23) 



Kingdom in the Old Testament 

• Then the people ask for a king 

– All the elders of Israel gathered together and 
came to Samuel at Ramah, and said to him, “… 
appoint for us a king to govern us like all the 
nations.” But the thing displeased Samuel when 
they said, “Give us a king to govern us.” And 
Samuel prayed to the Lord. And the Lord said to 
Samuel, “Hearken to the voice of the people in all 
that they say to you; for they have not rejected 
you, but they have rejected me from being king 
over them.” (1 Sam 8:4-7) 



Kingdom in the Old Testament 

 When your days are fulfilled 
and you lie down with your 
fathers, I will raise up your 
offspring after you, who shall 
come forth from your body, 
and I will establish his 
kingdom. He shall build a 
house for my name, and I will 
establish the throne of his 
kingdom for ever. I will be his 
father, and he shall be my son. 
(2 Sam 7:12-14) 

 



Kingdom in the Old Testament 

Assyria 

 

 

Babylon 



Messianic Hope 

• For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government will be upon his shoulder, and his name will 
be called “Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Of the increase of 
his government and of peace there will be no end, upon 
the throne of David, and over his kingdom. (Isa 9:6-7) 

 

• There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch shall grow out of his roots. And the spirit of 
the Lord shall rest upon him. (Isa 11:1-2) 



Messianic Hope 

• I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and 
he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their 
shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant 
David shall be prince among them. (Ezek 34:23-24) 
 

• I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of 
heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came to 
the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. And to 
him was given dominion and glory and kingdom, that all 
peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 
away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. (Dan 

7:13-14) 



The time is fulfilled and 
the Kingdom of God is 

at hand. 
 

Repent and believe the 
Good News. 



Jesus Brings in the Kingdom 



The Kingdom of Heaven is like … 

• Mustard seed 

• Leaven 

 

• Treasure hidden 

• Pearl of great price 

 

• A man who sowed good seed 

• A king who settled his 
accounts 

• A king who gave a marriage 
feast 

• Wise and foolish virgins who 
meet the bridegroom 

• A shepherd-king who 
separates sheep from goats 



The Kingdom of Heaven is like … 

• Mustard seed 

• Leaven 

 

• Treasure hidden 

• Pearl of great price 

 

• A man who sowed good seed 

• A king who settled his 
accounts 

• A king who gave a marriage 
feast 

• Wise and foolish virgins who 
meet the bridegroom 

• A shepherd-king who 
separates sheep from goats 



Jesus (implicitly) claims Kingship 



Jesus is the Kingdom-in-Person 

 Being asked by the 
Pharisees when the 
kingdom of God was 
coming, he answered 
them, “The kingdom of 
God is not coming with 
signs to be observed; nor 
will they say, ‘Lo, here it is!’ 
or ‘There!’ for behold, the 
kingdom of God is in the 
midst of you.” (Lk 17:20-21) 



Come to me all 
you who labour 
and are heavy 

laden, and I will 
give you rest. 

 

 

 Follow me. 

 

Your sins are 
forgiven you. 

 

 

Do this in 
memory of me. 



Questions for Discussion 

• What struck you this evening? 
– what did you agree / disagree with? 

– what made you feel motivated / excited? 

– did anything make you feel anxious / inadequate? 
 

• What might Jesus be saying to us? 
– or to you personally (maybe keep this private)? 

 

• What are the key issues for us in E&F? 
 

• What are the key opportunities for us in E&F? 



Lord, the Word who is Life, 
May all the people of our 
diocese grow in openness 
to the power of the Holy 
Spirit, so that through a 
growth in understanding 
and courage, and truly 
open to your call, we may 
bear powerful witness to all 
around us, for you are Lord 
for ever and ever. Amen. 


