
 

 

       

 
 
 

 
 

 
Parish of Effingham and Fetcham 

Our Lady of Sorrows and Church of the Holy Spirit 

  

 Parish Team: 
Fr Charles Howell and Deacon Ian Wells 

 
Priest’s House, Lower Road, Effingham, Leatherhead, KT24 5JP 

Telephone: 01372 458263 

Email: effingham@abdiocese.org.uk  

Website: www.effinghamandfetcham.org.uk 

Live-stream on YouTube “Effingham and Fetcham Catholic Parish”: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFLGeHumF6yae4QGCSVg0UA 

 
A very warm welcome to parishioners and visitors 

 
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Sundays: Cycle A      Weekdays: Year II 04-10-2026 
 

The theme I want to focus on in this week’s reflection is one of 
anxiety. It is a very relevant one in today’s uncertain and 
troubled world. The media is full of bad news with threats of 
more to come. How can God help us overcome anxiety and 
uncertainty. In this weekend’s second reading, St Paul urges the 
Philippians not to be anxious. He tells them, ‘Do not be anxious 
about anything’ This may seem like an unreal piece of advice as 
there is no way to avoid all worry. Good and sincere people are 
naturally worried about many things. It is part of the burden 
they carry precisely because they are people who care, who 
care about loved ones, and many things. But Paul is not talking 

about normal concerns. He is talking about anxiety. I am sure you agree that nothing is more 
debilitating or fruitless than anxiety. Of itself, it does nothing to solve our problems. Rather, the 
opposite is the case. By dissipating our energy, anxiety weakens us and makes it more difficult to find 
solutions to matters that trouble us. The root of anxiety is lack of trust – lack of trust in oneself, in 
others, and especially in God. Hence, the first piece of advice St Paul gives us is to pray. If we do that 
and put our trust in God, then Paul assures us that we will have peace. We can have peace in the midst 
of struggle and turmoil provided we are on the side of right. It is a great privilege and also a great 
challenge for each of us. 
 

God bless, 

Deacon Ian 
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This Week 
 

Recent Deaths 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of Judith 
Carson and Imogen Bisgood who died recently.  
Please also keep their families in your prayers.   
Imogen’s funeral service will be on Wednesday 
7th October at 11.45 am at Randalls Park 
Crematorium, Leatherhead. 
Judith’s Requiem Mass will be on Friday 16th 
October, 10 am at OLOS. 

 

Retiring Collection this Weekend: Leaving 
Present for Fr Charles – NO GIFT AID 

There will be the opportunity for parishioners to 
contribute to a leaving present for Fr Charles at 
all Masses THIS weekend. Please make any 
cheques payable to ‘Parish of Effingham & 
Fetcham’ NOT to Fr Charles.  Thank you. 

 

There will be Coffee 
and Cake THIS 
Sunday after the 9 
am Mass. 
 

 

Change to Mass this Week 
Tues 6th Oct – Mass will be at Cranmore School 
at 9 am.  Parishioners very welcome but please 
sign-in beforehand.   
It will be the only Mass in the parish that day. 

 

Welcomers at Masses – Mass Count 
The Diocese has asked 
us to carry out the 
annual count of the 
numbers attending 

Mass over the next four weeks from 19th 
September.  Could Welcomers please count the 
people at Mass (including children, babies, 
Choir, servers) as they welcome, etc and record 
the total number for the relevant date and Mass 
on the sheet on the clipboard at the back of the 
Church. 

 

Parish Sacramental Programmes 
A reminder that the most important 
preparation for any Sacrament is regular 
attendance at Sunday Mass. There is no 
substitute for this, and all our programmes 
presume a good level of practice of the faith and 
attendance will be monitored. 
 

First Holy Communion Programme 2027 
Application forms (YELLOW) for 
next year’s programme (starting 
in January) are available at the 
back of each church or can be 
printed off the parish website 

from this page: First Holy Communion - 
EFFINGHAM & FETCHAM 
If you have a child in year 3 or above then, 
provided that you and your child are in regular 
attendance at Mass you and they will be able 
to join the programme.  Please hand fully 
completed application forms with a copy of your 
child’s baptismal certificate (please give a copy, 
not the original) to Deacon Ian or deliver to the 
Parish Office.  
 

Confirmation Programme  
If you would like to be Confirmed next year, 
please pick up a RED form from the back of the 
church or printed off the parish website: 
Confirmation - EFFINGHAM & FETCHAM.  All 
ages school Yr 10 and upwards. Please complete 
and return it with a copy of your baptismal 
certificate to the parish office or Deacon Ian as 
soon as possible.  

 

School Admissions 
School Applications for Admission in Sept 2027 
Parents applying for a Certificate of Catholic 
Practice (CCP), please email Fr Charles at the 
Parish Office as a matter of urgency so he can 
complete this before he leaves.  The child’s 
name, date of birth and address are required. 
 
Celebrating Attendance at Mass. Parents who 
will be applying for their child to have a place in 

https://www.effinghamandfetcham.org.uk/first-holy-communion.html
https://www.effinghamandfetcham.org.uk/first-holy-communion.html
https://www.effinghamandfetcham.org.uk/confirmation.html


 

 

a Catholic Secondary School in September 2028 
(and beyond) will need a 'Celebrating 
Attendance at Mass' card. Please email the 
Parish Office with the child’s full name, DoB and 
recent passport sized photo.  

 

October – the Month of the Rosary 
As in recent years, there are 
some booklets on how to pray 
“The Holy Rosary” available at 
no charge at the back of each 
church. (Please do hold onto 
these from year to year as they 

are not a free publication). 
There are also a good selection of rosaries 
available to buy from the repository in the porch 
of each church. 

Next Week 

 

Fr Charles’s Final Weekend in the Parish 
 

Fr Charles will be 
leaving the parish 
after the weekend 
of 17th/18th 
October. To mark 
this occasion, he 
will be saying 

farewell at all the Masses, including a Farewell 
Mass and Reception on Saturday 17th October 
at OLOS – Mass at 6 pm followed by a reception 
in St Alphege Hall, and also after coffee 
following the 11am Mass at HS.   

 
**LAST CHANCE THIS WEEKEND TO SIGN UP 

FOR FR CHARLES’ LEAVING RECEPTION** 
The numbers need to be given to the caterer 

this coming Monday 

 

Special Collection next week: 
Prisoners’ Sunday. 
The money raised through this 
collection is used by the Prison 

Advice and Care Trust to help prisoners and 
their families. 
To Gift Aid, please use one of the special 
envelopes available at the back of church this 
weekend. 

Forthcoming 

 

CAFOD Harvest Fast Day collection has been 
postponed and will now be collected weekend 
of 31st Oct/1st Nov. 

General 

 

Film Night - Raising Funds for 
Christian Aid on Friday 9th 
October.   

Come to a film evening at St Alphege Hall, 
Effingham KT24 5JP from 6.30 pm. Interval 
refreshments of wine/soft drinks and cheese. As 
a private screening we cannot publicise the film 
but ask the parish office if you want to know! 
Please use the Sign-up sheets (for catering) in 
you plan to attend.  They are at the back of each 
church, or email GillianMWalker@gmail.com or 
phone Gill on 01372 457987. 

 
 

Bishop-Elect Stephen Wang – new short video 
about prayer: https://www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=jnVi7K8bWJE 

 
 

Please pray for all those in our Parish who  
are sick: 

Emile Aboud Jim Morgan 

Marie Bliss Brenda Parker 

Christopher Browne Maureen Rennison 

Mary Doran Bernard Shaw 

Brede Hassard Jenny Smith 

Mary Hefford Peter Stevenson 

Maddy Hewitt Maggie Thomas 

Valeria Kucharsky Theo West 

Joanna Mills Ian Williamson 

Ann McEntire  

mailto:GillianMWalker@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jnVi7K8bWJE
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This Week’s Services and Mass intentions 
 

 
HS = Holy Spirit, Fetcham         OLOS = Our Lady of Sorrows, Effingham 

 

 

Most Masses from both our churches are live-streamed on YouTube at “Effingham and 
Fetcham Catholic Parish” https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFLGeHumF6yae4QGCSVg0UA 

 

Confessions Saturdays 5.00-5.30 pm OLOS, Effingham 
1st Sunday of the month after 11.00 am Mass HS, Fetcham 

Adoration  Thursdays following OLOS 9.15 am Mass to Noon, then 2-6 pm 

Children’s Liturgy 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month in term time at HS, Fetcham 11.00 am 

 

Next Week: 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Special Collection next week: Prisoners’ Sunday – Gift Aid – use special envelopes 

Isaiah 25:6-10a | Psalm 23(22):1-3a. 3b-4. 5. 6. R.6cd | Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20 | Matthew 22:1-14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please get Newsletter items to the Parish office by 10.00 am Wednesday 
Arundel and Brighton Diocesan Trust is a Registered Charity No. 252878 

Saturday Vigil 03 Oct 6.00 pm OLOS Fr Charles – Private intention 

Sunday  04 Oct 9.00 am OLOS Bishop-Elect Stephen 

Sunday  04 Oct 11.00 am HS People of the Parish 

Monday 05 Oct 9.30 am** OLOS** Celebrant’s Intention 

Tuesday 06 Oct 9.00 am** Cranmore School** Cranmore School’s Intention 

Wednesday 07 Oct 9.15 am HS Holy Souls - RIP 

Thursday  08 Oct 9.15 am OLOS Vocations to the Priesthood 

Friday 09 Oct NO MASS OLOS NO MASS 

Saturday Vigil 10 Oct 6.00 pm OLOS Holy Souls - RIP 

Sunday 11 Oct 9.00 am OLOS People of the Parish 

Sunday  11 Oct 11.00 am HS Jeanne Farmery – 100th Birthday 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFLGeHumF6yae4QGCSVg0UA
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