
 

 

       

 
 
 

 
 

 
Parish of Effingham and Fetcham 

Our Lady of Sorrows and Church of the Holy Spirit 

  

 Parish Team: 
Fr Charles Howell and Deacon Ian Wells 

 
Priest’s House, Lower Road, Effingham, Leatherhead, KT24 5JP 

Telephone: 01372 458263 

Email: effingham@abdiocese.org.uk  

Website: www.effinghamandfetcham.org.uk 

Live-stream on YouTube “Effingham and Fetcham Catholic Parish”: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFLGeHumF6yae4QGCSVg0UA 

 
A very warm welcome to parishioners and visitors 

 
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Sundays: Cycle A      Weekdays: Year II 27-09-2026 
 

 
We have now arrived in Jerusalem! 

 
Alert parishioners, especially those who are reading 
Matthew's Gospel in their home bible study and keeping 
pace with the Sundays, will be aware that we have 'jumped' 
a bit. Last Sunday we were at the beginning of chapter 20, 
today we are in the middle of chapter 21. And the bit we've 
jumped is significant. It's the triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
(=Palm Sunday). And the cleansing of the temple (=Jesus' 
clash with the authorities). 
 
So, if we want to appreciate fully the drama of the Sunday 

gospels for the remainder of the year up until Advent, we need to be thinking 'this is happening in Holy 
Week'. The confrontation with the authorities will continue to ramp up as Jesus' teaching exposes more 
and more the hypocrisy and corruption of the scribes and pharisees. Today he criticises them for their 
rejection of John the Baptist, and contrasts this with all the sinners who did turn to him. 
 
Later things will take a more apocalyptic turn with predictions of the End Time as Jesus draws near to 
his Passion and Death. As the Autumn shadows begin to grow longer, so too in the Sunday gospels. 
 

Prayers for us all, 

Fr Charles 
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This Week 
 

Recent Deaths 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of Judith 
Carson who died last week and for Imogen 
Bisgood who died recently.  Please also keep 
their families in your prayers.   
Imogen’s funeral service will be on Wednesday 
7th October at 11.45 am at Randalls Park 
Crematorium, Leatherhead. 
Judith’s funeral details will be announced in due 
course. 

 

Personal Note from Fr Charles 
Thank you for all your 
prayers, support and 
kind enquiries about 
my future plans and 
welfare. I am very 
touched and deeply 

grateful. The care I have received from our 
diocese has been A1. Accommodation has been 
arranged for me in Eastbourne. It's not in a 
presbytery, so is private, but it's near enough to 
a church for prayer and for Mass. I won't publish 
the postal address. But my diocesan e-mail 
address charles.howell@abdiocese.org.uk  will 
reach me, and will continue to follow me round 
wherever I may be in years to come. Please pray 
for me as I will for you. The matter for 
discernment is not whether, but rather how, to 
continue being a priest into my later years. Our 
wonderful diocese is my home, and the priests 
are my brothers. I have no plans to leave. 

 

Change to Mass and Adoration this Week 
Thursday 1st Oct – Mass will be at St Teresa’s 
School at 9 am.  Parishioners very welcome but 
please sign-in beforehand.   
It will be the only Mass in the parish that day. 
Adoration will start at 11 am. 

 

OLOS Live-Streaming.  Apologies for the 
temporary loss.  We are working with diocesan 
IT to fix the problem. 

Bishop-Elect Stephen Wang – new short video 
about prayer: https://www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=jnVi7K8bWJE 

 

Confirmation and First Holy Communion in 
2027.  We will invite applications for the 
Sacramental programmes next month.  Keep an 
eye on the newsletter for updates.  A gentle 
reminder that the most important part of any 
programme is attendance at Sunday Mass 
which should start immediately. 

 

Welcomers at Masses – Mass Count 
The Diocese has asked us to 
carry out the annual count of 
the numbers attending Mass 

over the next four weeks from 19th September.  
Could Welcomers please count the people at 
Mass (including children, babies, Choir, servers) 
as they welcome, etc and record the total 
number for the relevant date and Mass on the 
sheet on the clipboard at the back of the 
Church. 

 

School Admissions 
School Applications for Admission in Sept 2027 
Parents applying for a Certificate of Catholic 
Practice (CCP), please email Fr Charles at the 
Parish Office before the end of this month so 
he can complete this before he leaves.  The 
child’s name, date of birth and address are 
required. 
 
Celebrating Attendance at Mass.  The Diocese 
has updated its admissions policy so that, if a 
Catholic school is oversubscribed, Catholic 
applicants may be ranked using a Certificate of 
Catholic Practice (CCP), see 
certificate_of_catholic_practice_-_website 
_info.pdf. The certificate is issued by a priest to 
confirm that a child comes from a practising 
Catholic family, based primarily on regular 
attendance at Mass on Sundays and Holy Days 
of Obligation over a substantial period. 
Therefore, those who will be applying for their 
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child to have a place in a Catholic Secondary 
School in September 2028 (and beyond) will 
need a 'Celebrating Attendance at Mass' card.  
Please email the Parish Office for details on how 
to get a card for your child/children.  

 

CAFOD Harvest Fast Day collection has been 
postponed and will now be collected weekend 
of 31st Oct/1st Nov. 

 

October – the Month of the Rosary 
As in recent years, there are some 
booklets on how to pray “The Holy 
Rosary” available at no charge at 
the back of each church.  (Please 
do hold onto these from year to 

year as they are not a free publication). 
There are also a good selection of rosaries 
available to buy from the repository in the porch 
of each church. 

Next Week 

 

Leaving Present for Fr Charles 
There will be the opportunity for parishioners to 
contribute to a leaving present for Fr Charles at 
all Masses NEXT weekend (3rd/4th October). 
Please make any cheques payable to ‘Parish of 
Effingham & Fetcham’ NOT to Fr Charles.   

 
Forthcoming 

 

Fr Charles’s Final Weekend in the Parish 
 

Fr Charles will be leaving 
the parish after the 
weekend of 17th/18th 
October.  To mark this 
occasion, he will be saying 

farewell at all the Masses, including a Farewell 
Mass and Reception on Saturday 17th October 
at OLOS – Mass at 6 pm followed by a reception 
in St Alphege Hall, and also after coffee 
following the 11am Mass at HS.   

 

**SIGN-UP SHEETS – AT BACK OF CHURCH** 
If you plan to attend the reception, please add 
your name (one name per line) to the sign-up 
sheet that will be at the back of church.  We will 
close the sign-up sheets after next weekend. 

General 

 

Film Night - Raising Funds for 
Christian Aid on Friday 9th 
October.   

Come to a film evening at St Alphege Hall, 
Effingham KT24 5JP from 6.30 pm.  Interval 
refreshments of wine/soft drinks and cheese. As 
a private screening we cannot publicise the film 
but ask the parish office if you want to know! 
Please use the Sign-up sheets (for catering) in 
you plan to attend.  They are at the back of each 
church, or email GillianMWalker@gmail.com or 
phone Gill on 01372 457987. 

 
 
MISSIO Red Box Holders at Holy Spirit.  Please 
would Red Box holders at HS bring their boxes 
to church during September so the contents can 
be counted.  Any queries to Heli Bravery, Tel. 
01372 452537. 
 

Recent 2nd Collection Result 
Home Mission Sunday - £480.43 
Thank you for your generosity! 

 
 

Please pray for all those in our Parish who  
are sick: 

Emile Aboud Jim Morgan 

Marie Bliss Brenda Parker 

Christopher Browne Maureen Rennison 

Mary Doran Bernard Shaw 

Brede Hassard Jenny Smith 

Mary Hefford Peter Stevenson 

Maddy Hewitt Maggie Thomas 

Valeria Kucharsky Theo West 

Joanna Mills Ian Williamson 

Ann McEntire  
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This Week’s Services and Mass intentions 
 

 
HS = Holy Spirit, Fetcham         OLOS = Our Lady of Sorrows, Effingham 

 

Most Masses from both our churches are live-streamed on YouTube at “Effingham and 
Fetcham Catholic Parish” https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFLGeHumF6yae4QGCSVg0UA 

 

Confessions Saturdays 5.00-5.30 pm OLOS, Effingham 
1st Sunday of the month after 11.00 am Mass HS, Fetcham 

Adoration  Thursdays following OLOS 9.15 am Mass to Noon, then 2-6 pm 

Children’s Liturgy 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month in term time at HS, Fetcham 11.00 am 

 

Next Week: 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Isaiah 5:1-7 | Psalm 80(79):9, 12. 13-14. 15-16. 19-20. R. Isaiah 5:7a | Philippians 4:6-9 | Matthew 21:33-43 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please get Newsletter items to the Parish office by 10.00 am Wednesday 
Arundel and Brighton Diocesan Trust is a Registered Charity No. 252878 

Saturday Vigil 26 Sept 6.00 pm OLOS Holy Souls - RIP 

Sunday  27 Sept 9.00 am OLOS People of the Parish 

Sunday  27 Sept 11.00 am HS Terry Aboud - RIP 

Monday 28 Sept 9.30 am** OLOS** Celebrant’s Intention 

Tuesday 29 Sept 9.15 am OLOS Holy Souls - RIP 

Wednesday 30 Sept 9.15 am HS Holy Souls - RiP 

Thursday  01 Oct 9.00 am** St Teresa’s School** St Teresa’s School’s Intention 

Friday 02 Oct NO MASS OLOS NO MASS 

Saturday Vigil 03 Oct 6.00 pm OLOS Fr Charles – Private intention 

Sunday 04 Oct 9.00 am OLOS Bishop-Elect Stephen 

Sunday  04 Oct 11.00 am HS People of the Parish 
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